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Session 1 (first trimester) – History:  
 Power, Politics & Protest: the Growth of Political Rights in 

Britain & Ireland in the 19th century 

The Great Chartist Meeting on Kennington Common, London in 1848. Source:  Bristol Radical History Group.  



George Cruikshank, Massacre at St. Peter’s or “Britons Strike Home!!!”, 1819. Source: The British Museum. 

Students will work in groups of 2-3.  
They will have to study a specific group of people who struggled to obtain more rights 
from one of the case studies below with original sources, whenever possible. They will 
have to prepare a presentation for the rest of the class.  
Other students will have a report to write on their classmates’ presentation.  



Study 1  
The Radicals 

Extract from the second part of The Rights of Man by Thomas 
Paine, 1792 . Source: The National Archives. Unless 
otherwise indicated, all illustrations come from  
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/politics/  

Thomas Paine, copy by Auguste Millière, after an 
engraving by William Sharp, after George Romney, 
circa 1876 (1792). Source: Wikipedia.  

Who were the radicals? Why did the English 
governement unleash a terrible repression against 
them?  

http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/politics/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/education/politics/


Study 2:  
The Luddites 

Who were the Luddites and why did they destroy 
machines? 

An account of machine-breaking at 
Linthwaite, Yorkshire, March 1812.  

The Leader of the Luddites, engraving of 1812. Source: 
Wikipedia.  



Study 3:  
Captain Swing 

Swing letters, December 1830 .  

A poster describing men who set fire to a stack 
of oats, Cambridge, December 1830. 

Who was ‘Captain Swing’?  
Why did they set farms on fire? 



Study 4: The Peterloo Massacre (1819) 

 Stand ye calm and resolute, 
    Like a forest close and mute, 
    With folded arms and looks which are 
    Weapons of unvanquished war. 
 
    And if then the tyrants dare, 
    Let them ride among you there; 
    Slash, and stab, and maim and hew; 
    What they like, that let them do. 
 
    With folded arms and steady eyes, 
    And little fear, and less surprise, 
    Look upon them as they slay, 
    Till their rage has died away: 
 
    Then they will return with shame, 
    To the place from which they came, 
    And the blood thus shed will speak 
    In hot blushes on their cheek: 
 
    Rise, like lions after slumber 
    In unvanquishable number! 
    Shake your chains to earth like dew 
    Which in sleep had fallen on you: 
    Ye are many—they are few! 
 
- Percy Bysshe Shelley, The Masque of 
Anarchy, 1819/ 1832. 

Engraving of the events at St Peter’s Fields on 16 August 1819 in Manchester.  

What happened at St. Peter’s Fields in Manchester on the 16th of August 1819?  
Who was responsible?  



Study 5: 
Catholic Emancipation in Ireland (1829) 

"Daniel O'Connell: The Champion of Liberty" poster published in 
Pennsylvania, 1847. Source: Wikipedia.  

O’Connell Street, Dublin. Photograph by M. Ferradou, August 2015.  

Why was the Catholic campaign led by Daniel 
O’Connell a watershed event in Irish and British 
history? 



Study 6: The Great Reform Act (1832) 

A satirical John Doyle cartoon about the Reform Bill in 1831, a year before the bill was 
finally passed. - See more at: http://www.bl.uk/romantics-and-
victorians/articles/middlemarch-reform-and-change#sthash.6dISyxaR.dpuf  

What was so ‘great’ about the reform act of 1832?  

The Bristol Gazette on a riot in Bristol, 3 November 1831 
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Study 7: The Chartists 

Hanbook of the People’s Charter Union, 1848.  

Chartist meeting at Kennington Common, Illustrated London News, 
15 April 1848 

What was Chartism? Why did the Chartist ‘revolution’ fail?  



Study 8: ‘White Slavery’ 

An article from the Daily Chronicle of 2 June 1898 
describing a case of 'phossy jaw'.  

Images of match workers, 1888 
(TUC Library Collection, London Metropolitan University). 

What were the working conditions of unskilled women at the end of the 19 century? What 
did they do about it? 



Study 9: Suffragettes 

Handbill publicising a demonstration at Parliament on 22 
November 1910.  

A photo taken outside Parliament on 18 November 1910.  

How did British women make progress towards full political rights? 



Session 2 (second trimester) – Geography: 
American Cities, Wired 

Screen capture from the HBO TV show, The Wire 



Case study: ‘T’is America, man’ 
The America of Those Who Have Nothing 

See: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmIvu1yg3bU  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmIvu1yg3bU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmIvu1yg3bU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zmIvu1yg3bU


> Students will watch the first episode of The Wire in order to see and analyze the 
depiction of the city of Baltimore, its socio-spatial inequalities.  
> Then, they will study another case: Detroit. 

Whitney mansion on 
Alfred Street in the 
historic Brush Park 
neighborhood of Detroit 

Their final task will be to prepare a presentation to propose 
a new The Wire-like TV show, set in Detroit, to a producer. 
The show will have to include vampires! 
Because: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycOKvWrwYFo   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycOKvWrwYFo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ycOKvWrwYFo


3rd trimester: History   
The Afro-Americans, 1776-1939: Slavery, 

Freedom, Segregation 

 

A former slave, Frederick Douglass (1818-1895) become one of the foremost abolitionists of his time. Known for his powerful speeches and 
finely-crafted writing, Douglass championed the anti-slavery movement (photographed c. 1879). Source: 
http://www.history.com/topics/black-history/slavery/pictures/the-battle-over-slavery/frederick-douglass-2  
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Scene at the Signing of the Constitution of the United States by Howard 
Chandler Christy, 1940.  

Study 1: Were the Afro Americans?  
Why did the Founding Fathers decide to maintain slavery in the newly 
freed United States? 
Final task: Let’s re-do the Philadelphia Convention, 1787 (and radio 
existed back then, you didn’t know? Well it did, and we found recordings 
of the proceedings… Radio show).  



Study 2: The Amistad Rebellion (1839) 

On June 28, 1839, the Spanish slave schooner 
Amistad set sail from Havana on a routine delivery of 
human cargo. On a moonless night, after four days at 
sea, the captive Africans rose up, killed the captain, 
and seized control of the ship. They attempted to sail 
to a safe port, but were captured by the United States 
Navy and thrown into jail in Connecticut. Their legal 
battle for freedom eventually made its way to the 
Supreme Court, where their cause was argued by 
former President John Quincy Adams. In a landmark 
ruling, they were freed, and eventually returned to 
Africa. The rebellion became one of the best-known 
events in the history of American slavery, celebrated as 
a triumph of the legal system in films and books, all 
reflecting the elite perspective of the judges, 
politicians, and abolitionists involved in the case. 
> What does the Amistad slave revolt tell us about slavery – 
and the abolitionist movement? 

See Marcus Rediker’s lecture on this topic:  
http://educators.mysticseaport.org/scholars/le
ctures/amistad_rebellion/  

Nathaniel Jocelyn, Portrait of Sengbe Pieh (Joseph Cinqué), 
1840. Original held by the New Haven Colony Historical 
Society, New Haven, CT.  

http://educators.mysticseaport.org/scholars/lectures/amistad_rebellion/
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Study 3: The Afro-Americans & the Civil War 

Mathew Brady, Medical examination of Gordon (slave) at the Baton 
Rouge Union camp, 1 Mar. 1863 - National Portrait Gallery, 
Smithsonian Institution. 

The first page of 
the Emancipation 
Proclamation, 
signed by President 
Abraham Lincoln 
on January 1, 1863. 

How did the emancipation of the slaves happen?  



Study 4: Jim Crow Comes Marchin’ Home 

Thomas Nast, The Union As It Was, Harper's Weekly, October 
10, 1874. Source: Wikipedia.  

Photograph at a bus station, Durham, North 
Carolina, 1940.  

Why did Reconstruction fail, and how 
did emancipation become segregation? 


